AIHA Executive Council Meeting Minutes

April 28th, 2007
Present: Mary Jo Bona, Josephine Hendin, Dawn Esposito, George Guida, Victor Basile, Anthony Tamburri, Maria Elisa Ciavarelli, Teresa Cerasuola, Teresa Fiore, Frank Alduino, Salvatore LaGumina, Robert Viscusi

Regrets:  Ed Marruggi, Carol Bonomo, John Paul Russo, Fred Gardaphe, Stefano Luconi

The Meeting of April 28th, 2007 came to order at 10:15 a.m.

( The Council acknowledged Joanne Ruvoli for having assumed responsibilities as Web site developer and master; Dawn Esposito as lead editor, with Teri Ann Benivengo as co-editor, of the Denver volume (#40) of proceedings.

( President Bona began with a review of the minutes from the February 3rd, 2007 Executive Committee (Officers) meeting. The Council then approved minutes of the 10/26 Council meeting.

( Treasurer Esposito reviewed the Treasurer's report originally presented at the February 3rd meeting. When Council member LaGumina inquired about the relatively low interest rate on AIHA holdings, the Treasurer indicated that interests rates for businesses are normally lower than those on personal accounts, and that transferring the account to another bank at this point would prove cumbersome. Proceedings 35, 36 and 37 have already been paid for. Former President Tamburri then reported that the editors of the Los Angeles conference volume are negotiating with Palgrave for 400 copies of those proceedings. The treasurer then reported minimal account activity this quarter, and suggested that we get reports from both Jerry Krase and from Dominic Candeloro on their transactions. Last evening the treasurer received a check from the former Executive Director for $7377.53, and also received membership dues mailings deliverable to the Council member responsible for managing membership. The E. D.'s credit card account has not yet been assigned to the Treasurer, who suggested that the President and/or Vice President have such an account to pay for Council-approved expenses. A motion to accept the Treasurer's report was approved.

( The President introduced the new Curator, Victor Basile, who conveyed his understanding of the position and his impressions of the new Web site. He then proposed that AIHA link its Web site to the Center for Migration Studies site, an idea the Council approved. 

( Former President Tamburri reported on the progress of proceedings publications. Volume 36 is on its way to the printer. Volume 37 is in the layout process (supervised by Letizia Bell). Volume 38 is under review at Palgrave, an academic press, in return for AIHA's buying 400 copies for its members; the book will cost approximately $18 per copy. The Treasurer then recommended that AIHA cover the Palgrave expenses with the $7000 profit from the 38th (Los Angeles) conference. Tamburri then reported that only seven or eight submissions for Volume 39 have been thus far received. Tamburri then suggested that the structure of the Orlando conference contributed to the paucity of submissions: too many creative panels, limits on participation on scholarly panels. Further, he recommended that submissions received be published in an AIHA annual, the need of which he reiterated. Council member LaGumina then argued for publication of 39 proceedings as an obligation to AIHA members. The Treasurer suggested a CFP, to supplement existing submissions, which Council member Viscusi seconded, adding a suggestion that the volume also include creative work, to reflect the character of the conference. VP Hendin then suggested that this and future volumes be called "Selected Essays" and be refereed. Tamburri promised to renew the call for papers, and to have the 39 volume refereed. 

( President Bona raised the subject of NIAF funding of AIHA conferences. Bona and Tamburri then discussed making contact with NIAF, to facilitate the funding process. On the subject of the Denver conference (#40), Tamburri estimated expenses, so the Council could in an informed way discuss the registration fee. His estimate was $85 for expenses, excluding the banquet, which would cost approximately $50 per registrant. Tamburri then suggested that AIHA look to make $25 per registrant for the entire conference. The final registration fee then, including banquet, would be $165.

● The Council took up discussion of the New York Academic Committee and the Coordinating Committee. The members agreed on the following rosters: 

--New York Academic Committee: Josephine Hendin, Mary Jo Bona, Salvatore 

LaGumina, Fred Gardaphè. 

--Coordinating Committee: Anthony Tamburri and staff are looking into its 

composition. Teresa Ceresuola may also participate.

● President Bona began discussion of future conferences, identifying Laura Sabatino, a genealogist, as host of a possible 2008 conference in New Haven. Having discussed the New Haven option, Bona then raised the possibility of Stanlslao Pugliese's hosting the conference at Hofstra, which for administrative reasons appears not to be a good option. When Bona asked the Council for 2009 conference ideas, Secretary Guida mentioned the ongoing possibility of holding a conference abroad. Tamburri then reminded the group of the difficulty of holding conferences abroad, but the Council did discuss potential sites in Italy. The President then asked the Council to consider a possible location for the 2009 conference. Guida suggested both Arizona and New Orleans as possible sites, promising to look into the Arizona possibility.

● After a break, the Council proceeded to committee reports. VP Hendin reported on behalf of the Publications Committee. She affirmed only that which the entire council had covered in its discussion of proceedings. Former President Tamburri spoke for the Elections Committee, reporting that ballots had been received and counted, in spite of one member's objection to the ballot system. Bona reported that Roseann Quinn has taken over as Chair of the Scholarship Committee. She also reviewed the committee's charge of funding graduate students to attend the annual conference. The centerpiece of the scholarship program is the $1000 memorial scholarship. Council member Teresa Fiore promised to seek future scholarship and conference support from the University of California at Long Beach's Center for Italian Studies. Bona then reported, on behalf of Joanne Ruvoli and the Web Site Committee, on the Web site. Ruvoli's suggestions were as follows: 1) Take down the old Web site; 2) double check officer contact information; 3) contact other Web sites to update their links to our new address; 4) and link small PDFs from out-of-print proceedings previously scanned. Ruvoli also reported that the new Web site has had a total of 426 visits, or an average of 17 per day. President Bona then asked the Council whether or not they thought Ruvoli should be remunerated for her work. Ex-President Tamburri suggested payment of $250 per year for its maintenance (payable every June) and a one-time payment of $500 for the initial site development. Treasurer Esposito pointed out that the Membership Committee needed both to collect dues and to update the membership database. She suggested hiring someone to accomplish the second task. VP Hendin suggested paying this person, possibly a talented graduate student, $10 per hour for this work. The Council then selected new committee members: Teresa Ceresuola, George Guida, Anthony Tamburri, with help from Dawn Esposito. Finally, at Bona's suggestion, Council member LaGumina agreed to update local chapters annually on AIHA developments and to report back to AIHA on their progress.

● The President brought to the Council's attention the matters of committee formation and Executive Council participation. This and other matters of participation and contribution, suggested VP Hendin, require the updating of our membership database, which Esposito, Guida and Ceresuola have committed to undertake.   

● President Bona presented for discussion the elimination of the Executive Director position. She read her letter to EC members on the elimination of the Director's position and on the consolidation of AIHA operations; after which she distributed copies of a letter from ex-Director Candeloro about the elimination of the position. This letter, the President suggested, should be posted to the Web site, to which the Council agreed. EC member LaGumina then suggested formal recognition of Candeloro's contribution; Bona asked Council member Alduino to have a plaque made to this purpose.  

● The President then addressed AIHA's current lack of a newsletter editor. After some discussion the Council agreed that the new editor might best be a young assistant professor looking to do community service. Tamburri recommended Steven Belluscio, an assistant professor at Borough of Manhattan Community College. Bona promised to contact him and report back to the Council.

● The Council then discussed support for AIHA journals and for the Center for Migration Studies, which AIHA granted in 2006 and might renew in 2007.

The President adjourned the meeting at 1:45 p. m.

--respectfully submitted by

George Guida, AIHA Secretary

