AIHA Executive Council Meeting Minutes

May 3rd, 2008

New York, New York

Present: President Mary Jo Bona, Vice President Josephine Gattuso Hendin, Treasurer Dawn Esposito, Secretary George Guida, Carol Bonomo Albright, Victor Basile, Teresa Cerasuola, Teresa Fiore, Fred Gardaphé, Salvatore LaGumina, John Paul Russo (teleconferencing)

Regrets: Frank Alduino, Maria Elisa Ciavarelli, Stefano Luconi, Ed Maruggi, Anthony Tamburri, Robert Viscusi 

( President Bona brought the meeting of the AIHA Executive Council to order at 11:45 a. m., calling the Council’s attention to the minutes of the January 26th meeting, which they approved.

( Bona then informed the Council that Past President Tamburri had been working behind the scenes to invite a major woman sports figure to the New Haven conference. She then passed around a conference organization update in letter form, from Michael Vena of Southern Connecticut State University. The letter assures Bona that Vena has much of the preparation in hand. Bona reminded the Council that attendees would stay at the Courtyard by Marriot, about 1.5 miles from the conference center. The price is $149, including shuttle service. She also informed the Council that William Boelhower would serve as keynote speaker for the 2008 conference. Boelhower is now on faculty at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, where AIHA will hold its 2009 conference. Bona thought it would be good to invite Boelhower back into the AIHA fold, now that he has returned to the United States. She finally recommended, and other members agreed, that the deadline for proposals be extended to June 1st.

( Member LaGumina then asked that the Council discuss honors for Rudy Vecoli at the upcoming conference and somewhere in the volume of proceedings. Bona replied that two tribute sessions, to be organized as plenary sessions, were in the works (organized by Jerry Krase). VP Hendin suggested that those sessions might yield papers to be included in the volume. 

( Bona then reported that Joseph Ricapito had attracted John Lowe and William Boelhower to his 2009 conference organizing committee. Plans are proceeding apace, including plans for a bus trip to New Orleans, which might take place on the Sunday of the conference weekend. Bona is working toward bringing AIHA to Chicago in 2010 with University of Illinois at Chicago as the host site. The Council then discussed possibilities for 2011, including New York, Staten Island, Brooklyn or New Jersey, all of which presented some challenges. Member Gardaphé and Tamburri then promised to get in touch with the College of Staten Island, about hosting the conference. 

( Treasurer Esposito then reported that she had reinvested AIHA assets in a CD, saying she thought membership dues and contributions might cover scholarships, so that we might continue to reinvest interest from the CD. She was able to reinvest last year's interest in the Memorial Scholarship Fund because of contributions received. The same will be true for the upcoming award; $750 in new contributions has already been collected. The Memorial Scholarship Fund now contains $31, 593, while our total business savings stands at $36,016. Our total daily operating funds total $36,037. The Treasurer will reinvest already established CD accounts, as they mature. We need an update on the costs of the Denver and Chicago proceedings, the latter of which should cost between $5,000 and $6,000. Happily, the Denver conference generated a profit of $7,000. We have been using a money market fund, to pay for graduate student conference stipends. Although it is difficult to account for scholarship donations separate from dues, Esposito suggested that we send out letters of acknowledgement to all donors. VP Hendin offered to draft a letter of acknowledgment, while the Council determined to choose someone specific to send out the letter. President Bona then raised the question of extending the term of the Treasurer, as the position is vital to AIHA’s operation. Gardaphé recommended removing term limits for Treasurers, as another academic association, MELUS, has done. LaGumina then made a motion to eliminate term limits for the Treasurer position, which carried unanimously. LaGumina then explained that the motion would have to be approved by membership ballot.  

( Secretary Guida reported that several months ago he and Member Viscusi had secured the services of a talented graduate student with editorial experience, Giulia Prestia, to edit the AIHA Newsletter. At that time Prestia promised to contact President Bona, to work out details of submission process and to discuss compensation. Secretary Guida reiterated that he is willing to offer editorial assistance. Guida then sent Bona his correspondence with Prestia, along with the Council’s recommendation that she receive $1000 per year (for two issues of the newsletter). Bona expressed a desire to shift the newsletter’s focus from information available on the AIHA Web site to information about upcoming events and reviews of publications and other productions. She promised to circulate a paragraph about this new focus, which, when approved, she would forward to Prestia, along with our offer of compensation. 

( Bona then led discussion of proposed modifications to the AIHA Web site, and of Webmaster Ruvoli’s discussion of an AIHA blog, which, the Council resolved, she should not be required to oversee. The Council then considered the function of such a blog, including panel and other project planning among members. Member Fiore thought we might create a H-ITAM-style listserve for reaching our membership directly. Gardaphé clarified that H-ITAM already performed this function, and that we could not force members to accept emails. 

( Member Basile recommended that the AIHA archive be named in honor of Rudy Vecoli. Esposito replied that such naming might confuse researcher, while Gardaphé replied that such naming would make naming the archive after future archive sponsors difficult. 

( Bona moved on to an update on AIHA volumes. Luisa Del Giudice is negotiating with Palgrave for publication of Volume #38. Del Giudice is going forward with this Palgrave volume, but Bona suggested the Council take up the question of working with Palgrave, in a future meeting. Palgrave is still interested in entering a contractual relationship for future volumes. Tamburri and Paolo Giordano are ready to send Volume 39 to press. Member Russo reported that he and Bengiveno had postponed the deadline for submissions to June 30th, 2008. He believed  that AIHA would have to seek submissions more actively. Bona then reported that the Publications Committee had resolved that they should have more input into the choice of editors of future volumes, and that AIHA might consider producing more selective volumes, rather than proceedings. LaGumina thought the proceedings attracted people to the conferences, while Gardaphé considered the documentary value of proceedings, while VP Hendin suggested that proceedings might become online publications, while printed volumes could be more selective. 

( Bona then took up the subject of elections. Anyone who has not been nominated by the time of the November conference may be nominated at the conference. Member Cerasuola and Gardaphé reminded the committee that the AIHA constitution calls for all elections for office should be contested. Bona pointed out that the nominating committee should consult the new AIHA constitution and by-laws to confirm this process. The updated by-law now reads:  "The nominating committee will present a ballot with, when possible, a choice of two candidates for the office of the President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Curator, and at least three candidates for every other two remaining elected positions on the Executive Council." Bona is to contact Marianna Prestigiacomo, our assistant at Calandra, regarding a mailing to go out to the entire membership containing a ballot, with SASE, to eliminate the term limitation of the AIHA treasurer.
( Cerasuola then reported on membership, which is being managed day-to-day by Calandra assistant Marianna Prestigiacomo. Cerasuola, Bona and others agreed that using PayPal on our site would help to increase membership. Cerasuola reminded Bona and others that the Council had previously resolved to allow foreign members to pay multiple years’ membership in advance, at conference sites. Esposito recommended that we means test the senior category of membership or graduating the cost of senior membership. In an upcoming mailing, the Membership Committee will include a dues reminder which will contain a sentence regarding the change in senior classification dues structure: "That suggested guidelines for senior dues of $25 is for those whose yearly income is under $50,000." Senior membership rates will now reflect need. 

( Member Fiore informed the Council that she, Nancy Carnevale, and Roseann Quinn continued to work on the Scholarship Committee, and that there were only very minor changes to report, including the publication of scholarship availability earlier in the year, and the handling of application by email. The Committee had also agreed no longer to request transcripts from applicants. Fiore wondered aloud about reaching more graduate students. Guida recommended that AIHA create a Myspace page or create a Facebook group, which he agreed to do, in addition to posting announcements on I-Italy.

( LaGumina gave the last report, on local AIHA chapters. The Western Regional Chapter of AIHA has 126 members with several meetings per year, and held a one-day conference in April, entitled “Italian Farming in the Central Valley,” at Las Positas College. The Long Island chapter hold four meetings per year, and an annual luncheon in June. The New York City chapter, headed by Emilise Aleandri, also remains active. Gardaphé then pointed out that the constitution called for reports from local chapters to the Council.

( Bona then called for volunteers to help with both the 2008 registration form and conference program. Guida agreed to help with the registration form, while Hendin agreed to help with the program. Russo volunteered to edit the program. 

( Finally, Bona discussed the recent email exchange among Joseph Sciorra and other AIHA members about the participations of social scientists at the AIHA conference and in AIHA generally, which she thought had been productive. 

( President Bona adjourned the meeting at 2:20 p. m.

