AIHA Executive Council Meeting Minutes

November 1st, 2007

Denver, Colorado

The 40th Annual American Italian Historical Association Conference
Present: Mary Jo Bona (President), Josephine Gattuso Hendin (Vice-President), George Guida (Secretary), Victor Basile (Curator), Anthony Tamburri (President Ex-President), Maria Elisa Ciavarelli, Teresa Fiore, Frank Alduino, Robert Viscusi, Ed Maruggi, Carol Bonomo Albright, Fred Gardaphé, Stefano Luconi, Joanne Ruvoli, Joseph Ricapito, Dominic Candeloro, Teri Ann Bengiveno, Vincenzo Milione, Alisa Zahller, Janet Worrall

Regrets:  John Paul Russo, Dawn Esposito, Salvatore LaGumina, Teresa Cerasuola

The Meeting of November 1st, 2007 came to order at 3:15 p. m.

(  President Bona passed around minutes of the April 28th, 2007 meeting for approval. The council promptly approved these minutes.

(  The President then introduced the Denver Conference Committee, including those present (Alisa Zahller, Dominic Candeloro and Janet Worrall). Member Worrall then reported on attendance for the conference: 110 paid registrants; 90 banquet attendees. Zahller then reported that all was well with the Italian American exhibit at the Colorado History Museum, and well with all other planned events. Worrall explained conference program room codes. Pres. Bona then called questions for the conference committee, of which there were none. 

(  Conference business concluded, Pres. Bona moved on to the Treasurer’s report, copies of which, in the Treasurer’s stead, she passed around. She then asked council members to approve the report, the salient information from which was the small amount of money remaining in AIHA’s accounts for next year’s conference. The council subsequently approved the report. 

(  Member Bengiveno asked President Bona whether or not AIHA chapter presidents were de facto members of the Executive Council. The answer was that they are not.

(  The President then asked Secretary Guida whether or not he had anything to report, which he did not. Curator Basile reported that he had archived members’ email correspondences with other members about AIHA business. Member Viscusi asked whether or not AIHA ought to archive emails on the Web site. Vice-President Hendin then argued that archives on CD might be both more useful to scholars studying the association in the future, and more secure than emails posted on line. The full committee then agreed to deposit the printed archives at the Calandra Institute for editing before posting any correspondence to the Web site. Member Ruvoli agreed that email should not be public record. Member Gardaphé qualified Ruvoli’s claims by adding that all correspondence through which organizational decisions are made should in fact be public record. A number of those members present agreed that the solution might lie in creating a secure area of the AIHA Web site, restricted by members-only passwords, along the lines of the Modern Language Association Web site.

( Member Ruvoli then delivered the Web Manager’s report. She distributed a written report, and discussed the logistics of adding a PayPal function to the site in future. She reported also that the files containing past conference proceedings to be uploaded had been corrupted, suggesting that only the tables of contents be uploaded, so that AIHA might still profit from the sale of proceedings on CD. Ruvoli concluded her report with the observation that the tables of contents would draw more search hits to the site, with a report on the total number and average number of site visits over the past six months, and with an announcement that the erstwhile AIHA Web site had been archived.

(  Bengiveno then registered the complaints of members without computer access, who are not regularly receiving AIHA correspondence. President Bona responded by acknowledging that the lack of written communication to these members was a problem requiring attention, and with the insistence that AIHA is working to update its membership list, to identify members who must receive materials in print. 

(  President Bona and Ex-President President Tamburri then updated the council on progress with various volumes of conference proceedings. Tamburri reported that Volume 35 was approximately four months from print. Member Alduino then reported that Volume 37 had been delayed by permissions issues, but is about two months from print. President Bona then reported on Volume 38, which had been sent to Palgrave/MacMillan. Palgrave readers have completed their evaluations, through editor Chris Chappell, who is interested in seeing a proposal for ongoing publication of AIHA conference volumes with the imprimatur of Stanislao Pugliese’s Italian American studies series. This would be a subsidized publication, with AIHA’s paying the price of 400-500 member copies per volume, for publication. President Bona then raised the issue of professionalizing proceedings, of publishing “selected papers” from conferences, with Palgrave, which would leave an important avenue to refereed publication open to graduate students. Member Gardaphé then proposed that AIHA’s proposal to Palgrave be cast in financial terms favorable to AIHA. He further recommended charging the Publications Committee with crafting the proposal. Vice-President Hendin then suggested that the proceedings morph into a journal, which would allow AIHA access to academic publishing services and databases. Member Viscusi seconded member Alduino’s feeling that we had previously settled on collections of essays as annual conference publications. Viscusi went on to argue that AIHA needed to publish collections, not journals, to allow young scholars the opportunity to publish, while at the same time upgrading the quality of publications. Member Gardaphé affirmed Viscusi’s point. Member Basile then mentioned the possibility of publishing AIHA’s annual volumes as supplements to an existing Italian American studies journal. President Bona then asked the council to vote on the idea of convening the Publications Committee, to have them draft a proposal to Palgrave. Member Bonomo Albright then recommended that AIHA establish a procedure for resolving differences that might arise between AIHA and Palgrave editors. Vice-President Hendin and President Bona then remarked that no matter what procedure AIHA devises, cost may prohibit AIHA’s publishing with an outside house. Hendin then noted that publishing with Palgrave would give our volumes listings on JSTOR and other databases, which is a major distribution advantage. Member Fiore reminded the committee that young scholars’ essays, to contribute to tenure, generally must be peer reviewed. Ex-President Tamburri then reported that AIHA member Paolo Giordano is currently indexing Volume 39. President Bona reported that members Teri Ann Benivengo and John Paul Russo have agreed to edit Volume 40. 

(  President Bona and Ex-President Tamburri began their report on future conferences, informing the committee that Michael Vena has agreed to sponsor AIHA 2008 at Southern Connecticut State University, in New Haven, Connecticut. Bona reported that the spaced offered is “state of the art,” after having toured it with the university’s site manager Eric Simms. All rooms are smart rooms, wireless hotspots, and clean spaces. AIHA would have all conference space free of charge. All this considered, the President had tentatively selected the site and the dates of November 6th through November 8th for the next AIHA conference. Tamburri reported that New Haven might be as much as 50 percent Italian American. Member Gardaphé wondered aloud who might co-chair with Vena. Bona and Tamburri reported that they had chosen the Courtyard by Marriot Hotel in New Haven as the conference hotel, because it is the closest hotel to the university, a mile and half from the campus, and adjacent to Yale University and Downtown New Haven. They then discussed the possibility of paying for shuttle bus service to and from the conference center. Secretary Guida then asked which airport would serve the conference. The answer was Hartford’s international airport. The council then voted and approved the plan for the 2008 conference. As 2009 site, Bona proposed Minneapolis, Minnesota (The Immigration History Research Center). She further proposed that AIHA approach Donna Gabaccia to co-chair the conference. Guida suggested sweetening the pot for a reluctant Gabaccia, by proposing to her that the conference have a cross-cultural theme. After further discussion the council verbally supported Bona’s suggestion. With tongue part-way in cheek, Guida recommended that AIHA follow a cold-weather site with New Orleans or another warm-weather site, an idea which received little approbation, until member Ricapito claimed it might indeed be possible to do a conference in New Orleans, acknowledging too, however, that the previous AIHA conference there, in 1990, had been fraught with problems due to poor organization. Other members then acknowledged that it might be possible, and wondered aloud whether or not Ricapito himself could sponsor the conference at Louisiana State University, in Baton Rouge. President Bona then put one of these Louisiana cities on the docket as a possible 2010 conference site. 

(  President Bona moved on to committee reports, beginning with the Publications Committee. She stressed the feeling among committee members that AIHA must hereon produce volumes in a timelier manner. 

(  The President then reported that there is currently not much work for the Elections Committee, since this is not an election year. 

(  On behalf of the Membership Committee, Bona suggested that annual membership renewals continue to be collected in January. 

(  Member Fiore then reported on the Scholarship Committee’s fundraising for graduate student scholarships. She informed the council that only two applicants had applied for the AIHA Memorial Scholarship Award, while a good number, eight, had applied for this year’s conference subsidies. She proposed that we send out the call for applications for the Memorial Scholarship Award earlier in the year. Fiore also recommended that we not accept late applications and generally not bypass selection procedures. At her suggestion, the council then approved the motion to transfer funds from Ex-Executive Officer Candeloro’s fund to the student scholarship fund. She finally reported that the Graziadio Center for Italian Studies at the California State University at Long Beach had agreed to sponsor an additional conference scholarship.

(  Member Bengiveno then reported on AIHA’s Western Chapter recruitment. She was able to report that AIHA West now has 149 paid members and that it publishes three newsletters per year.

(  President Bona wrapped up the meeting with reports on a final item, AIHA’s recent relocation of its administrative offices to the Calandra Institute in New York City, and the hard work that has gone into reestablishing the association there. She concluded that the partnership was proving mutually beneficial and, legally speaking, geographically appropriate for AIHA.

--respectfully submitted by George Guida, AIHA Secretary

