American Italian Historical Association Executive Council Meeting Minutes

May 15th, 2010

Calandra Institute

New York, New York

Present: Josephine Gattuso Hendin, President; Teresa Fiore (by conference call), Vice President, Dawn Esposito, Treasurer; George Guida, Secretary; Victor Basile, Curator; Past President Mary Jo Bona; Past President Fred L. Gardaphè; Past President Anthony J. Tamburri, President Ex-Officio; Carol Bonomo Albright (by conference call), Nancy Carnevale, Dominic Candeloro, Teresa Cerasuola, Luisa Del Giudice (by conference call); Chiara Mazzuchelli (by conference call); John Paul Russo (excused), Joseph Sciorra; Robert Viscusi 
( President Hendin called the meeting to order at 11:33 a. m., requesting the Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Esposito reported that the $32,434,40 in the scholarship fund earned only $100-odd dollars of interest, thanks to a sluggish economy. She then reported that we will soon set aside money for this year’s scholarships, approximately $2500. Operating funds totaled $40,027.41, including total business savings of $37,563.84 and daily operating funds of $10,597.18. Thus far in 2010 we have collected $1570 in membership dues. 

( The Council then turned its attention to regional chapter reports, which include reports from the Long Island Chapter and Western Regional Chapter. A specific concern of the Long Island Chapter, as reported by Council member Ceresuola is the relationship between the regional chapter and national organization (AIHA). The concern centers around AIHA’s liability for the actions regional chapters might take. Member Del Giudice asked how many chapters there are, to which Past President Tamburri replied that there are now two, whereas in the past there were more. She then asked about the typical relationships between regional chapters of national organizations and those organizations. President Hendin responded that other organizations she knows have more formal relationships, whereas our relationships are based on informal agreements. Tamburri praised the decision of the Executive Council to look into the relationship on the grounds of liability. Member Candeloro proposed that AIHA draw up “hold harmless” agreements with its regional chapters, a proposal that President Hendin endorsed. She also suggested, as others had, that the regional chapter pay dues to AIHA national, as chapters of other national organizations do, to pay for “the brand.” Member Cerasuola then submitted a written statement on behalf of the Long Island Regional Chapter, which text follows herein. "The matter of the LIRC being a liability to the national AIHA arose during the Spring 2009 Exec Council meeting.  The Exec Council of the LIRC would like this matter addressed: 1.  What is the nature of the liability.  2. Chapters are included in the AIHA constitution providing that the chapter follow the mission of the org and that the chapter give a yearly report of its activities. The LIRC was founded in 1976, 10 years after the national by among others, Sal LaGumina and Frank Cavaioli, who both served as national AIHA presidents.  Many of our members have served on the national exec council as officers and Exec Council members, presenters, conference and election chairs.  Our chapter members have attended many conferences, many are published authors.  Members of the LIRC Executive Council must be members of the AIHA. The LIRC has four yearly general membership meetings consisting of programs of Italian and Ital American subjects, where the public is invited - approximately 80 to 100 attend. On March 19, 2010, our St. Joseph's meeting was held in the historic Dell'Assunta Hall, Marco Pezzano speaking on the Neapolitan music genre and its connection to the It Am theater during the early part of the 20th Century. Our June luncheon will feature historian Stanislao Pugliese, lecturing on his latest book about Ignazio Silone. October, 2010 - annual half day conferece at NCC in collaboration with the NYS Ital Culture Month, chaired by LaGumina who heads the NCC Dept of Italian American Studies. December, 2009 meeting was a memorial tribute to Dom DeLuise, given by Sal Primeggia (member of LIRC Executive Council), expert on IA comedy and Anne DeLuise Daurio, sister of Dom. The LIRC Executive Council. has fifteen members - historians; social scientists; Italian language professor; English professor; high school teachers; a painting contractor who leads the LIRC book club; an IA entertainer and folklorist; DeLuise's sister, a librarian and I, who make my living as a self-employed seamstress and needlework restorer. I have been a member of the AIHA since 1977, active on both nattional and LIRC boards. Elections are held every two years. Naturally, the LIRC does not wish to be a liability to the parent org and asks that this Exec Co provide us with specific info regarding the responsibilities and obligations to which we should be adhering.  It should be noted that there is no longer a provision in the AIHA constitution for a chapter president to automatically sit on the AIHA Exec Council. If a chapter doesn't have representation on the Executive Council, how will that chapter know what is transpiring with the national? There is no newsletter. We are saddened that Sal LaGumina, one of the original founders of the AIHA, who has actively served on the AIHA Exec Council since its inception, was not re-elected in 2009.  May we suggest that there be some provision made wherein he could attain emeritus status on the Exec Council? Has the AIHA Exec Council gone ahead with its approved motion, as noted in the 2009 Conference Minutes, of changing its name to the Ital American Studies Assoc?" No specific answer to Cerasuola's inquiry about the nature of the liability by the chapters was made. In answer to Cerasuola's request that LaGumina be given emeritus status on the AIHA Executive Council, the answer was that it would not be considered. Western Chapter President Bengiveno also submitted a written report for the Western Regional Chapter, the text of which follows herein. WRC currently has 133 members and co-sponsored a very successful Italian Film Festival (the second one) at Las Positas College the end of March.  Vice President Laura Ruberto introduced the films one night and President Bengiveno introduced the films the other night. The event drew over 100 people each night. The next officers meeting is at the end of May.  

( Next came a lengthy discussion of the 2010 conference, scheduled for New York City, from November 11th to the 13th. President Hendin asked whether the EC still wished to go ahead with the conference theme suggested at its previous Officer's Meeting which was advanced when we were pursuing the possibility of conference in Washington, DC.  Past President Gardaphè suggested that we think seriously about the theme of activism, which was discussed at the officers’ meeting in February of 2010. Del Giudice suggested the word “advocacy” be added to the title in some form. Secretary Guida suggested we use the word “brand” in some form. Several suggestions were made, but none won universal support. Tamburri thought we should somehow include the idea of Italian American nationhood in the subtitle. President Hendin asked for volunteers for the conference committee and requested in particular the involvement of several EC members who had previously expressed interest.  There were no volunteers.  Member Sciorra suggested that we not have a conference this year.  President Hendin then reminded the EC that Officers generally serve as the default committee.   
Del Giudice then reminded the Council of the ongoing flap in Arizona over ethnic studies, and the timeliness of sticking with the idea of advocacy in relation to ethnic studies. The EC unanimously agreed to stay with the theme of advocacy and activism. Several suggested titles were offered, but none had universal support. President Hendin turned the discussion back to the logistics and theme of the conference.  She presented a number of hotels and their room rates --she had researched about 20 hotels.  She noted that autumn in New York was desirable and expensive and that hotel costs were inflated by the 14.75% hotel tax in NY.  She noted a relatively reasonable, very conveniently located hotel for which she could obtain an NYU rate of $246 before taxes. It is located conveniently on 45th between 5th and 6th and was less expensive than the Holiday Inn. Past President Bona indicated a high rate on what had seemed to be a reasonable hotel in Chelsea. Secretary Guida noted that he could find lower rate a hotel rate online while the discussion went forward. Past President Gardaphe said that the membership would feel they could obtain a better rate on an individual basis. President Hendin asked whether the EC felt people would rather search on their own for a better rate? The consensus of the committee was that members would prefer to look on their own. There were no objections to doing so. President Hendin said that would be OK with her. Del Giudice recommended that we should send out and post a list of hotels that might meet members’ needs. Hendin then ran down a list of room rates that she had researched and agreed to provide a list. Candeloro asked about the cost of facilities, which would be available gratis from the Calandra Institute. The location and time of the banquet that usually ends our conferences was also discussed.  Several EC members indicated that people would prefer to go to clubs, or have dinner with their friends, than to have a Saturday night banquet.  One of the EC members suggested that we have a luncheon on Saturday instead of a banquet at one of the restaurants very convenient to Calandra.  That would not interfere with plans to visit clubs or get theater tickets.  The EC adopted this suggestion. 

 President Hendin responded positively to the suggestion that a long term conference committee be formed that would solicit and select sites for 2011, 2012, and 2013.  The following EC Members volunteered to serve on this committee and report back to the EC:  Joseph Sciorra, Nancy Carnevale, Luisa Del Giudice, George Guida and Dominick Candeloro. Candeloro pointed out that there was a protocol used for members who wished to host a conference and serve as local conference chairs. This included the location of space and facilities at their home institution, fundraising to cover the publication of selected essays, and the like. Gardaphè cited the need to recruit future conference organizers. Candeloro and Bona acknowledged the existence of organizing guidelines, to help prospective committee members. President Hendin asked the committee to report to the EC in August via email.   

( President Hendin then raised the issue of membership management in context of the need to update our membership list with current emails for members. Sciorra then reminded the council that Ottorino Cappelli of I-Italy was prepared to speak with the council about a journal-based listserve. A number of members then recognized the need for someone to manage the work of our current listserve manager, who does not have the advantage of knowing the membership well. The listserve has not operated optimally, due to the migration of members and problems inherent in email systems. Ceresuola has agreed to serve as Membership Chair. Del Giudice requested that we vote on Cappelli’s proposal. We did not have Cappelli's proposal. 

( Member Carnevale then delivered the Nominating Committee’s report. She reported that in 2009 the committee had solicited fifteen nominations. The only problem surrounded the nomination of member Albright, who had not attended the requisite number of meetings as an Executive Council member. The Council ultimately resolved the issue by voting on the matter. Carnevale asked whether or not the Council had the responsibility of resolving such an issue. She suggested also that we provide membership with lists of prospective candidates rather than smaller lists of nominees. She then reported that the committee had decided to request of nominees vision statements as well as bios. Since the last election required a great deal of the committee’s time and energy, she suggested appointing the committee at the May meeting, and not at the November meeting. Carnevale recommended, and others, including member Viscusi, agreed that an email announcing winners go out to all who ran, prior to the posting of winners’ names on the AIHA Web site. Hendin pointed out the need to maintain up-to-date email addresses for members and regretted oversights that affected some members who were not receiving emails.  Hendin hoped we would in future years decrease the number of paper ballots, which last year numbered over one hundred. Carnevale raised the question of the committee’s membership going forward for this year. Several past-presidents on the council and President Hendin replied that committee members continued to serve in their capacity for two to three years.
( In advance of the Publications Committee’s report, Hendin announced that Alan Gravano had agreed to co-edit the Baton Rouge (2009) volume of proceedings. Bona then delivered the report. The Denver (2007) volume of proceedings is in pre-production, as is the New Haven (2008) volume. Esposito then inquired about the cost of the proceedings, which Tamburri, as representative of Bordighera Press, promised to find out shortly.

( Guida then delivered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on developing a peer-reviewed journal. The committee’s discussion had reached several conclusions: 1) that AIHA should have an associated peer-reviewed journal, to raise the profile of the organization; 2) that such a journal should have a discernable place among other publications in the field; 3) that running such a journal might be difficult. Gardaphè believed that AIHA would have to make a choice between an annual volume of proceedings and an annual peer-reviewed journal. The choice is a matter of limited resources. Vice-President Fiore believed that the journal would be more significant for those contributors going up for tenure. Albright reminded the council that Italian Americana publishes different material on line. Viscusi then asked Sciorra to discuss the scope of the reconstituted Italian American Review, which will cover everything but literature. Guida asked about IAR’s advisory board, by way of suggesting a journal as means of bringing non-Italian Americanists into the scholarly conversation. Fiore reminded the committee that VIA had done such an issue called “Outsights,” which encouraged contributions from those outside the community. After further discussion, the ad hoc committee recommended to the entire council that we not pursue a journal at this time.

( Archivist Basile then delivered the Archivist’s Report. He reported that AIHA’s older archives (eighteen linear feet of documents) remain with the Center for Migration Studies, although the CMS library itself has gone to a similar center for migration studies in Rome. Current AIHA archives are housed at the Calandra Institute. Del Giudice suggested that AIHA archive an oral history of the organization. Tamburri supported the idea, and believed that no such archive currently existed. Basile asked if there were people who could supply oral histories about the AIHA, since the archives are in Rome.  Cerasuola reported that there are still many who have a long history with the association.
( Hendin then delivered the Scholarship Committee’s report. She announced that the committee, chaired by Roseanne Quinn, needs two new members. She asked Bona to speak about her experience on the committee, whose responsibility it is to read proposals by young scholars. Sciorra and Bona agreed to serve. Fiore then remarked that committee members have the opportunity of serving as mentors to young graduate students, while suggesting AIHA establish a student listserve. 

( By request of one council member, the council then took up discussion of AIHA’s stance and possible statement on the banning of the teaching of ethnic studies in Arizona’s public school system. Hendin recommended that we draft and circulate a short statement, which Sciorra and others supported. Del Giudice and Viscusi suggested a longer letter/manifesto-type document, for circulation. 

( A brief discussion of upcoming officer elections. Hendin briefly advised Mazzuchelli on the process, noting that those running for office cannot serve on the nominating committee. She further asked the Nominating Committee to solicit nominations from current officers and others. 

(Before the end of the meeting, Cerasuola again brought up the question of the AIHA name change as passed during the November 2009 conference and as noted in that meeting's minutes. The answer was that there will be no name change. 

( Hendin then requested that members of the long-range conference planning committee set a date to meet, to begin the planning process, and to report back to the council in August by email. Del Giudice suggested that the listserve should be re-established as soon as possible, for this purpose. It was noted that our current mailing list is available from Marianna Prestigiacomo

( President Hendin adjourned the meeting at 2:20 p. m. Those interested in developing the conference title and call for proposals were asked to remain.
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