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• 36TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE •

American Italian Historical Association co-sponsored by

The Program in Italian Studies

Ph.D. Program in Comparative Studies

The Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts & Letters

The Office of the Vice President for the Boca Campus

Florida Atlantic University

Boca Raton, Florida

&    NIAF: National Italian American Foundation

&  General Consulate of Italy, Miami, Florida

most sessions held at HOLIDAY INN Boca Raton Town Center

6–8 November 2003

From the desk of…

Welcome to the 36th annual conference of AIHA, the American Italian Historical Association!

Together with the Program in Italian Studies of the Department of Languages & Linguistics, and the Ph.D. Program in Comparative Studies, with co-sponsor-ship of the Dean’s Office of the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts & Letters and the Office of the Vice President for the Boca Campus, we are delighted to host what we are confident will be a most fruitful, intellectual experience.

Our program for the next three days is varied indeed; we are confident you will enjoy your weekend with us, and we ask that you also try to enjoy what we think of as our paradisiacal settings.

All regular sessions will be held at the Holiday Inn in the Boca Town Center. Our Friday evening panel on Friday, instead, will take place in the Performing Arts Center (PA 101) of Florida Atlantic University. There will be a bus to trans-port you there from the Holiday Inn and accompany you back after the reception.

There are many people to thank for an event of this sort. Together with our Program in Italian Studies and the Ph.D. Program in Comparative Studies, we wish to thank our Dean of the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters, William Covino, for his offer of help so we could get some of the daily tasks that need to be done, and our Vice President for the Boca Campus, Dorothy Leland, for her support of the conference publication of selected essays. We are also happy to be able to thank two extra-mural sponsors, The Na-tional Italian American Foundation and the Italian Consulate of Miami. Their largesse has allowed us to make this a special conference with our distinguished guests and also contributes to the conference publications, selected essays and special opusculum on Italians in Florida. To our participants: Once the conference ends and you have returned home, please submit to the conference organizers a revised version of your presentation for consideration for the conference publication of selected essays (expanded to twenty pages, double-spaced throughout, including notes and bibliography). We hope to have all submissions by 15 December 2002.
Again, we welcome you to our home for the next three days, and we are here to help you as best we can.    Buona permanenza!

Anthony Julian Tamburri, President, AIHA

Associate Dean & Professor

PROGRAM OF EVENTS

THURSDAY – 6 NOVEMBER

2:00 – 5:00 PM

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING • Salon A, 2nd Floor 6:00 – 8:00 PM

OPENING RECEPTION • Swimming Pool Area

FILM SHOWINGS

Through Friday and Saturday, participants will have the opportunity to view three films by Michael Di Lauro (Prisoners among Us), Leonard Guercio (Tiramisu), and Nancy Savoca (Dirt). The films will be continuously shown in the *** meeting area on the third floor, adjacent to the elevators. In addition to speaking on the running of a web-based radio station, Pat DiLeo and his crew will be interviewing many of you for his radio program, “Around the Kitchen Table.” So, look for the paesano with the microphone.

FRIDAY – 7 NOVEMBER

8:00 – 9:00: Continental Breakfast

9:00 – 10:30: Session 1

The First Conference of the American Italian Historical Association. 

Chair: Frank Cavaioli, Pompano Beach, FL

Frank Cavaioli, Pompano Beach, FL

“The First Conference of the American Italian Historical Association”

Respondents

Salvatore J. LaGumina, Nassau Community College

Francis X. Femminella, SUNY Oswego

Luciano Iorizzo, Oswego, NY

Beyond the Ethnic Narrative: Value, Meaning, and Marginality on Paper and in Film

Chair, Silvia Giagnoni, Florida Atlantic University

Emanuele Pettener, Florida Atlantic University “What’s Wrong with John Fante?”

Marisa Trubiano, Montclair State University “Madness, Meaning, and Marginality in Tanabèss by Luisa Pretolani”

Ilaria Serra, Florida Atlantic University “The Value of Worthless Lives: The Autobiographies of Calogero Di Leo and Salvatore & Esterina Napoli”

Music and The Italian American Experience.

Chair, Nick Ciotola, Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania

Emelise Aleandri, Frizzi & Lazzi Old Time Music Group “Old Time Immigrant Italian Music”

George Guida, New York City College of Technology “Italian American Music And Its Influence On American Music”

Sam Patti, La prima espresso “Music And Italian American Acculturation”

Mosaico: Poetry Readings in English with Italian Translations.

Chair: Maria Elisa Ciavarelli., Rowan College

Maria Elisa Ciavarelli, Rowan College

Maria Famà, Philadelphia

Leo Luke Marcello, McNeese State University

Maria Mazziotti Gillan, SUNY Binghamton

Albert Tacconelli, Philadelphia, PA

10:30 – 10:45 Break

10:45 – 12:15: Session 2

Let Me Be Italian: Struggles with Italian American Consciousness. A Reading.

Chair, George Guida, New York City College of Technology

Rita Ciresi, University of South Florida

Maria Mazziotti Gillan, SUNY Binghamton

George Guida, New York City College of Technology

Fred Misurella, East Stroudsburg University

The Italian/American Press: In Defense of Literacy

Chair: Nunzio Perricone, Drexel University

Paolo Giordano, Loyola University Chicago “Egidio Clemente and La Parola del Popolo”

Peter Vellon, John D. Calandra Italian American Institute “The Struggle of Race in New York”: A View from the Italian Language Press”

Phil Cannistraro, CUNY Graduate Center “Italian Immigrant Literacy: A Reappraisal”

Openers: Different Perspectives on Italian/American Figurative Arts

Chair: Paolo Giordano, Loyola University Chicago

Edward A. Maruggi, Pittsford, NY “Just For Openers: The Evolution of the Corkscrew”

Michael Di Virgilio “Artisan Tradition and the Arts: the Case of Giordano Persichetti”

Joyce C. Polistena, Pratt Institute “A Modern American Technological Fetish?’ Italian American Artists Joseph Stella and Frank Stella”

Italian/American Masculinity: Original Icons or Icons of Original Artificiality?

Chair: Ilaria Serra, Florida Atlantic University

Richard Renoff, Nassau Community College “’Two-ton’ Tony Galento: Buffoon, Bum, Negrophobe, and Contender. True or False?”

Dominique Padurano, Rutgers University “From Angelo to Atlas: How a 97-lb. (immigrant) weakling transformed himself into the All-American Male”

Frank Crocitti, Narraganett, RI “’A Long Long Time Ago’: A Dramatic Dialogue from the Heart of Brooklyn”

12:15 – 1:30: Participant Group Lunch • al fresco

1:30 – 3:00: Session 3

Italian American Writers from Guernica Editions. A Reading

Chair, Maria Mazziotti Gilan, SUNY Binghamton

Rachel Guido DeVries, Syracuse University

Vittoria repetto, New York

Kenneth Scambray, La Verne University

Bringing It to The Community”: Radio Days and Musical Nights

Chair: Silvia Giagnoni, Florida Atlantic University

Enrico Granafei and Kristine Massari, Trumpets Jazz Club & Restaurant “Live! Musical Performances Up-close and Personal”

Pat Dileo, Philadephia, PA “Web-based Radio and the Promulgation of Culture”

Performance Italian American Style.

Chair, Fred Gardaphé, SUNY Stony Brook

Chickie Farella, Palm Springs, CA “’Ciao Julia’: a Revue”

Natalina Marrone, Ohio Wesleyan University “Debarkation, The Dance of Arrival: Choreographing the Bridge”

Fred Gardaphé, SUNY Stony Brook “Shame on You: Moustache Pete meets Tony Soprano”

Writing [from] Otherness: From “Traditional” Texts to Graphic Novels.

Chair: Myriam Swennen Ruthenberg Florida Atlantic University

Maria Paola Malva, Università di Sassari, Italy “Bringing Back Memories: An Epistolary Analysis”

Cynthia L. Vigliotti, Youngstown State University “I Sharpen My Poems:The Italian American Woman Writer and Her Languages”

JoAnne Ruvoli-Gruba, University of Illinois at Chicago “Italian American Sequential Artists”

3:00 - 3:15 Coffee Break

3:15 – 5:00: Session 4

“We Must Speak English Now”: Crossing Borders in New Personal Essays, Fiction,

and Memoir by Italian American Women.

Chair, Kathleen Zamboni McCormick, SUNY Purchase

Carmelina Di Meglio, SUNY Purchase “Langscape: La lingua che parlo; Trans-border Crossings: An Exploration of Writ-ing, Language, and Identity in Italian and French and English Prose and

Poetry”

Brenda DeMartini-Squires, SUNY Purchase “Every Penny Social”

Kathleen Zamboni McCormick, SUNY Purchase “The Staten Island Ladies”

Respondent: Edvige Giunta, New Jersey City University

Italian and Italian American Writers’s “Literary Expansion Eastwards”

Chair: Lina Unali, Università di Roma, Tor Vergata

Lina Unali, Università di Roma, Tor Vergata “Italian Nineteenth-century Poets and Writers with an Interest in India and China”

Lucia Chiavola Birnbaum, California Institute of Integral Studies “Dark wheat and red poppies. A sicilian/american woman historian's journey to knowing the african origins and semitic inheritance -

(canaanites/israelites/moors) of west Asia and Africa - of sicilians, sardinians, and other Italians”

Louisa Calio, IAWA, Italian American Writers Association “The influences of Eastern Mysticism and Yoga and Reading of my Poetry” 

Elisabetta Marino, Università di Roma, Tor Vergata “Telling Stories of Lands and Souls: a Quest for Communication and Peace in Italian and Italian American Poets”

Celluloid Identity: Filming Italian Americans in All Their G[l]or[e][y]!

Chair: Mary Jo Bona, SUNY Stony Brook

Jon Cavallero, Indiana University “An Immigrant’s Two-Cents’ Worth: Capra’s Allegories of Immigration”

Lucia Guzzi Harrison, Cristina Cavicchia, Sean Kerrigan, Southeastern Louisiana Univ.

“Women in the Mafia: Surviving in a Man’s World”

Marie-Christine Michaud, Université de Bretagne Sud “A Bronx Tale: A Fairy Tale”

Flaminio Di Biagi, Loyola University Rome Center “Italian American Presence in American Cinema”

“Imported from Italy”: [Hi]stories of Laws, Struggles, and War – Then & Now; Here & There

Chair: Salvatore LaGumina, Nassau Community College

Raymond A. Pacia, ESQ, Pacia & Pacia LTD. “From Rome to Washington, DC: Classical Contributions to American Civil Jurisprudence”

Angela D.Danzi, SUNY Farmingdale “War Stories: Italian Americans in Italy, 1943-44”

Rob Marchesani, Haworth Press “Pride and the North/South Divide”

Bobby Tanzilo, OnMilwaukee.com “Politics, Protest, and Proselytization: A Struggle among Italian Americans in 1917 Milwaukee”

6:15 PM Conversation with Nancy Savoca
Florida Atlantic University • PA 101

***THE BUS LEAVES THE HOLIDAY INN AT 5:45 TO BRING ATTENDEES TO FAU***

Nancy Savoca

Filmmaker & Scriptwriter

Opening Remarks

William Covino, Dean, The Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts & Letters

Dorothy Leland, Vice President for the Boca Campus

Nancy Savoca is an independent filmmaker who, after winning a student-film Award from NYU for her short films Renata and Bad Timing, made her feature directing and co-screenwriting debut with True Love (1989), a comedy about the trials and tribulations of an Italian/American courtship and the preparation for marriage in the Bronx. Her foray into the industry included that of production assistant

for Jonathan Demme for Married to the Mob and for John Sayles for Brother From Another Planet. In 1991, Savoca made Dogfight, her first Hollywood production. She returned to independent filmmaking with Household Saints in 1993. Her fourth feature film was released in 1999, entitled The 24-Hour Woman, and starred Rosie Perez. Her latest feature film, Dirt (2003), has had recent success at the 2003

Chicago Latino Film Festival 2003. Nancy Savoca has also gained recognition for her work on the small screen. In 1995, Stephen Bochco invited her to direct an episode of “Murder One” (ABC) and did episode five of the ongoing series. She directed both the “1952” and “1974” segments (as well as the scripting of all three) of If These Walls Could Talk (1997) for HBO.

Reception to Follow

***THE BUS LEAVES FAU AT 9:00 TO BRING ATTENDEES TO THE HOLIDAY INN***

SATURDAY – 8 NOVEMBER

8:00 – 9:00: Continental Breakfast

9:00 – 10:30: Session 5

Are Italians White?  How Race Is Made in America. Jennifer Guglielmo and Salvatore Salerno, eds. Routledge, 2003. A Book Presentation and Roundtable Discussion.

Chair, Jennifer Guglielmo, Smith College

Jennifer Guglielmo, Smith College

Rosette Capotorto, Independent poet/writer

John Gennari, University of Vermont

Edvige Giunta, New Jersey City University

Kym Ragusa, Independent writer/filmmaker

Joseph Sciorra, John D. Calandra Italian American Institute, Queens

College/CUNY

19th-century Un-sung Heroes: Edward Ferrero, the Dancing Warrior; Joseph Rocchietti, Pioneer Italian/American Writer

Chair, Frank Alduino, Anne Arundel Community College

Frank Alduino, Anne Arundel Community College “Edward Ferrero: From Dance Instructor to Regimental Commander”

David Coles, Longwood University “Edward Ferrero: His Successes and Failures as a Military Commander during the Civil War”

Carol Bonomo Albright, Italian Americana “Joseph Rocchietti: Political Writer, 1835-1845”

Frank Sinatra: Artist Extraordinaire

Chair: Emanuele Pettener, Florida Atlantic University

Michael R. Frontani, Elon University “’From the Bottom to the Top’: Frank Sinatra, the American Myth of Success, and Italian-American Identity”

Anthony D. Cavaluzzi, Adirondack Community College “Tone Poems of Color: The Art of Frank Sinatra”

Milestones of the Italian American Experience: A Power-point Demonstration

Chair: John Marino, NIAF

“Milestones of the Italian American Experience” is a web-based history of the significant events along the chronology of the “Italian” experience in North American, beginning with Columbus’s voyage and ending with today’s most recent episodes in Italian/Ameri-can history. The project was authored by Professor Salvatore LaGumina and edited by John Marino, Manager, Research and Cultural Affairs, NIAF.

10:30 – 10:45 Break

10:45 – 12:15: Session 6

Men and Masculinity in Popular Culture.

Chair, Annette Cafarelli Wheeler, New York

Fred Gardaphé, SUNY Stony Brook “ROMANcing the Gangster: The Masculinity of Puzo’s Godfather”

Annette Cafarelli Wheeler, New York “Talk, Dark, and Handsome: Ethnicity in Mass Market Romance”

Elizabeth G. Messina, Fordham University “Sinatra and Language: The Psychology of Style”

Women on War. A Reading.

Chair, Louisa Calio, IAWA, Italian American Writers Association

Louisa Calio, IAWA, Italian American Writers Association

Rita Cirersi, University of South Florida

Daniela Gioseffi, Feminist Press, CUNY Graduate Center, NY

Questionable Imagery: Artist and Mafioso? Or A Greater Case of “agida”?

Chair: Anthony Julian Tamburri, Florida Atlantic University

Mario Aste, University of Massachusetts, Lowell “Addicted to a Mafia Potion: The Sopranos, A TV Mob family as Americana”

Joseph Conforti, SUNY Old Westbury “Even in The Arts We Cannot Escape The Image: Michelangelo Caravaggio as Gangster”

Frank M. Sorrentino, St Francis College & John J. LaCorte, President, The Italian Historical Society of America, California State University at Dominquez Hills “Italian-Americans: The Alternating Image of Artist and Mafioso”

“Imported from Italy”: Socio-cultural Crossings and Influences.

Chair: Chiara Mazzucchelli, Florida Atlantic University

Ernesto Milani, Air Canada “The Publication of the Translation of Rosa, the Life of an Italian Immigrant

Woman”

Teresa Fiore, California State University, Long Beach “Italian American Culture in Italy: Melania G. Mazzucco’s 2003 Strega-Prize-Winner Novel Vita”

Gaetano Rando, University of Wollongong, Australia “Socio-cultural Context and Code Choice in Literary Texts Produced by First-generation Italian Australian Writers”

12:15 – 1:30: Lunch • Meet The Filmmakers: A Conversation.

Chair: Dominic Candeloro, AIHA Executive Director

Both Michael Di Lauro and Leonard Guercio will offer a ten-minute talk on their

films: the “why,” “how,” and “what for,” after which there will be a

conversation between filmmakers and the audience.

Michael Di Lauro, Scranton, PA

Leonard Guercio, Temple University

1:30 – 3:00: Session 7

Through the Looking Glass: La donne di Malia riflettono la vita attraverso la poesia

Chair Joanne Detore-Nakamura, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

Margaret R. Saraco, Montclair, NJ

Joanne Detore-Nakamura, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

Kris DiLorenzo aka Miss Clawsy, Bronxville, NY

Denise Calvetti Michaels, Kirkland, WA

Evolving Histories: Studies, Discourses, and Performances in Search of an Ethnic Identity?

Chair: Frank Cavaioli, Pomapno Beach, FL

William Egelman, Iona College “Italian Americans in New York City: The 2000 Census”

Stefano Luconi, Università di Firenze, Italy “Writing Italian-American History in the Era of Affirmative Action”

Stefania Taviano, Università di Messina “Identity in Italian American theatre”

Italian Vision/Italian Image: Art and Representation.

Chair, Dawn Esposito, St. John’s University

Mary Jo Bona, SUNY Stony Brook “The Art of Christine Perri: Painter in Three Dimensions”

Josephine Gattuso Hendin, New York University “Italian American Images on Television”

Dawn Esposito, St. John’s University “A Class Act?: The Soprano Women

Italian American Writers on New Jersey

Chair, Edvige Giunta. New Jersey City University

Italian American Writers on New Jersey: An Anthology of Poetry and Prose.

Edited by Jennifer Gillan, Maria Mazziotti Gillan, and Edvige Giunta. Rutgers UP, 2003

Rosette Capotorto, Independent poet/writer

Rachel Guido DeVries, Syracuse University

Daniela Gioseffi, Feminist Press, CUNY Graduate Center, NY

Jennifer Guglielmo, Smith College

Loryn Lipari

Marisa Trubiano, Montclair State University

3:00–3:15: Coffee break

3:15 – 5:00: Session 8

Wearing Multiple Hats: Artists Who Cross Boundaries.

Chair, B. Amore, Founder, Carving Studio & Sculpture Center, VT

Flavia Rando, New Jersey City University “Transgressions”

Nancy Azara, Co-founder, New York Feminist Art Institute “Spirit Taking Form”

Phyllis Capello AKA Ukulele Lady “Performing Multiplicity”

B. Amore, Founder, Carving Studio & Sculpture Center, VT “Wearing/Performing Multiple Hats”

Literature of Place, Place of Literature: Internal / External [Dis]locations&[Re]mappings

Chair: Ilaria Serra, Florida Atlantic University

Chiara Mazzucchelli, Florida Atlantic University “Andrew James Ciulla: A Journey on a Tight Rope”

Louise Napolitano-Carman, SUNY Farmingdale “A Curse of Dissatisfaction and Restlessness: Place and Identity in Helen Barolini's Umbertina””

Steven Belluscio, Purdue University “Italian/American Counter-realism: The Rhetoric of Ethnic Subjectivity in LaPolla, d'Agostino, Ets, and Barolini”

[Per]forming Identities: Articulations of Culture in Different Voices.

Chair: Fred L. Gardaphé, SUNY Stony Brook

Fred Misurella, East Stroudsburg University “Body and Soul: The Evolution of Italian-American Male Characters from Puccini and Leone through the Contemporary Novelist Anthony Giardina”

Joseph Sciorra, John D. Calandra Italian American Institute, Queens College-CUNY “Between Narrative and Performance: St. Paulinus of Nola, ‘La festa dei gigli,’ and the Scripting of a Sacred Festival Tradition”

Suzanne Branciforte, Università di Siena, Italy “My Other, My Self”

Associations and Communities: Concerted Efforts in Bridging Gaps.

Chair: Dominic Candeloro, AIHA Executive Director

Sara Rice, Western Michigan University “Italians in Concert with Their Community, 1880 –1920”

Salvatore J. LaGumina, Nassau Community College “Culture and Italian American Organizations: Case Studies”

Dominic Candeloro, AIHA Executive Director “The Italian Cultural Center in Stone Park, IL”

Emelise Aleandri, Frizzi & Lazzi Old Time Music Group “Litle Italy: A History of Italian Immigrants on the Lower East Side”

5:15 – 6:30: AIHA Business meeting open to all members  Convenor, Anthony Julian Tamburri, Florida Atlantic University

7:00 – 8:00: Cash Bar

8:00: Dinner

Arrivederci all’anno prossimo!

AIHA 2004 Conference, 37th Edition

4--6 November 2004

“Italian Americans before Mass Migration: We’ve Always Been Here!”

Keynote speaker Dr. Phil Cannistraro

Distinguished Professor in Italian American Studies, CUNY/Queens College

Governor Calvert House Annapolis, MD

Dr. Frank Alduino, conference co-chairmanfalduino@expresshost.com
