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35th Annual Conference Program

(as of Newsletter Publication)

The Impact of World War II on Italian Americans

1935-present

October 24-26, 2002

Loyola University Chicago - Water Tower Campus, 25 E. Pearson

Co- Sponsored by Loyola University Chicago, Italian American Executives of

Transportation, Fra Noi, The Joint Civic Committee of Italian Americans, Mobilito Media, the

Italian Cultural Center.
Organizing Committee includes Gloria Nardini , Paolo Giordano,

Dominic Candeloro and Gary Mormino

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24TH

Noon to.-4:00 p.m. Conference Registration at the Inn of Chicago

3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Executive Council Meeting

7:00 p.m. Club Lago No Host Reception Dinner

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25TH

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Registration

Book and Media Display and Sales Exhibits

Con le Nostre Mani: An Exhibit for the People Oakland, CA

Italian American Medal of Honor Winners

Una Storia Segreta Exhibit

Madonna Nera in Italy and America-Calandra Institute
8:00 a.m.- 9 a.m. Teaching Italian American Studies

Mary Jo Bona, SUNY Stony Brook

Fred Gardaphe', SUNY Stony Brook

8:30 a.m. Lawrence Di Stasi Interprets "Una Storia Segreta"

9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Concurrent Sessions

Session 1A Italian Americana Presents Its Authors

Carol Bonomo Albright, Editor

John Paul Russo, Book Review Editor

Michael Palma, Independent Scholar

George Guida, New York City Technical College

Rita Ciresi, University of South Florida

Josephine Gattuso Hendin, New York University

Session 1B Italian Americans in America's Earlier Wars

Frank Alduino, Anne Arundel Community College, "Italian Americans in the Union Navy"

David Coles, Longwood College, "Luigi Palma di Cesnola: An Italian American Medal of Honor Recipient"

Session 1 C Italian Diaspora and Visions of Africa

Chair: Lina Unali, University of Rome

Lina Unali, University of Rome, "Oneself and Others, Writers and Singers of Africa"

Louisa Calio, SUNY-Albany, "A Journey to the Heart Waters (a poet's quest to the two Niles)"

Elisabetta Marino, University of Rome, "Moving toward a Larger Identity: Visions of Africa, Feminism and Spirituality in Three Women Writers"

Session 1D Una Storia Segreta Continues

Lawrence DiStasi, Chair, "The Internment of Enemy Aliens, East and West."

Fera Byrd, San Francisco State University, "Evacuation of Spaghetti Hill" (Monterey Italians and World War II" (video)

Gloria Ricci Lathrop, California State University Northridge, "Unwelcome in Freedom's Land: The

Plight of Italian Aliens in Southern California During World War II--Military District One: The

Unknown Story"

George Malachowski, San Francisco State University, "Hours of painful Disillusionment: Sylvester

Andriano and Italian American Exclusion during World War II"

Session 2 Plenary Session at 10:45 Friday - Plenary Session – 

Fred Gardaphe', SUNY Stony Brook, Chair

Creating Italian and Italian American Studies Endowed Chairs at American Universities

Frank Cannata, UNICO and FIST (Furthering Italian Studies Together), "Five

Case Studies: University of Connecticut (Noether Chair and Dominicis Fellowship), Seton Hall

University, Cal State at Long Beach, and SUNY-Stony Brook"

Annette Pontillo, University of Connecticut, Italian American Studies Program,"Personal Reflections from the Current Dominicis Fellow"

Paolo Giordano, Loyola University Chicago, "Integrated Italian Cultural, Language, Ethnic Studies"
Anthony Tamburri, Florida Atlantic University, "Italian Studies Programs"

12:30 p.m. -1:45p.m. LUNCHEON KEYNOTE

(FULL REGISTRANTS AND $25 TICKETHOLDERS ONLY)

GARY MORMINO, University of South Florida, "WW II: Consequences"

2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS Friday
Session 3A Italian Americans in the Military

Edwin Granai, Burlington, VT, "Cornelius Granai: Italian American Soldier in the AMG in World War II"

Joseph Bentivegna, Italian Heritage Society, Loretto, PA, "The German Occupation of Rome 1943-44 and Italian American Reactions"

Gregg Primo Ventello, University of Kansas, "An Evening with Frank: Francesco Gramenzi, Veteran /

P.O.W. in WW II"
Session 3B Focus on the Works of Felix Stefanile

Paolo Giordano, Loyola University Chicago, Chair

Anthony Tamburri, Florida State University

Felix Stefanile, Poet

Session 3C The Milk of Almonds: Italian American Women Writers on Food and Culture: A Book Presentation and Discussion I

Louise DeSalvo, Hunter College, Chair

Pamela Barnett, University of South Carolina

Dorothy Barresi, California State University-Northridge

Mary Jo Bona, SUNY-Stony Brook

Suzanne Branciforte, University for Foreigners, Sienna

Edvige Giunta, New Jersey City University

Session 3D Australian Experience

Anthony Cappello, Victoria University, Australia, "Archbishop Daniel Mannix and Italian Relief during the Second World War in Melbourne"

Cate Elkner, University of Melbourne, "The Internment of Italo-Australians: A Comparative Perspective from Melbourne"

Gaetano Rando, University of Wallongong, "The Italian Australian Experience during World War II"

Adriano Boncompagni, Istituto Palazzo Rucellai, "The Italian Fasci al Estero in Australia: From the Early 1930s to the Internment of Italian Australians at the Outbreak of WW II"

3:45 p.m.-5:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS Friday

Session 4A Personal Stories of Men and Women in WW II, 
Dominic Candeloro, Chair

Nancy Schiesari, U of Texas, "Behind Enemy Lines"

Anthony Scariano, Olympia Fields, IL, "Italian American Boys in the OSS in Italy-Personal Memories"

Anthony Sorrentino, Hinsdale, IL, "Homefront in Chicago/Personal Recollections"

Marisa Trubiano, Montclair State University, NJ, "Montclair Memories: Italian Americans and World War II"

Rosette Capotorto, New Jersey Poet, "On War from Inside Stories: A Collection of Oral Histories of Women in a New York City Nursing Home"

Session 4B Combat Zones: Perspectives on the Reprint of Louise DeSalvo's Vertigo

Kathleen Zamboni McCormick, SUNY-Purchase, Chair

"Combat Zones: Louise DeSalvo's Vertigo"

Jocelyn Burrell, Feminist Press CUNY, "Vertigo, a Cross-Cultural Memoir"

Louise DeSalvo, Hunter College, "Combat Zones"

Edvige Giunta, New Jersey City University, "My Stories Aren't All True-Memory, Writing and Salvation in Vertigo"

Caterina Stefania Romeo, Rutgers University, "Patriarchy to Anarchy-Male

Absence in WWII in Louise DeSalvo's Vertigo"

Session 4C Racial Conflict and Italian Americans

Clarissa Clo', University California, San Diego, "The Multi-Colored Atlantic: Italian and Black Relations During the Italo-Ethiopian War"

Thomas Guglielmo, University of Michigan, "The Feelings and Traditions of White People?: Italians, Race, Color, and Identity in Wartime Chicago"

Kathleen Simone, "The Italo-Ethiopian War and Italian American Construction of Identity on the Eve of World War II"

Session 4D The Proletariate, Fascists and Anti-Fascists in WW II

Peter D'Agostino, University of Illinois, Chicago, "A Stubborn and Lonely Catholic Anti-Fascist: Father Giuseppe Ciarrocchi of Detroit"

Benedicte Deschamps, University of Paris Charles V, "Lo Stato Operai in New York 1940-1943: An

Italian Communits Magazine's Outlook on American during WW II"

Charlene Misurelli, Alberta, "Canadian Italian Workers in WWII"

Giuseppina Agnoletto, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, "La donna de fascismo: analisi

della rivista Vita femminile "

5:00 p.m. Plenary Session - Three Views of The Impact of WWII on Italian Americans

Salvatore LaGumina, Nassau Community College, "How John Steinbeck Missed an Italian American

War Story"

Felix Stefanile, Poet, "Musings on World War II"

Edward Cifelli, Americana Lectures, "The War Diaries of John Ciardi"

6:30 p.m.-Dinner on your own
8:30 p.m. Poetry Reading Friday Place TBA
Spezzoni di Storia Poetry Reading in English/Italian Translation

Maria Elisa Ciavarelli, Rowan University, NJ, Chair

Mary Jo Bona, SUNY Stony Brook

Maria Fama, Temple University

Maria Mazziotti Gillan, Passaic County Community College

Leo Luke Marcello, McNeese State University, LA

Albert Tacconelli, Wynnewood, PA

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27TH

8:00 a.m. - 9 a.m. 8:00-am-AIHA Newsletter Open Forum

Paul Giaimo, Highland Community College, Editor

8:00 am--Registration Book Exhibit and Sales, Exhibits all day
9:00 a.m. -10:30 a.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS
Session 5A Post War Italian/Italian American Politics-The 1948 Election

Stefano Luconi, University of Florence, Italian American, "What Even WWII Could Not End: Italian Americans' Lobbying Efforts on Behalf of Their Ancestral Country and Anti-Communism in Italy's Parliamentary Elections"

Ernest Rossi, Western Michigan University, "Foreign Policy Activity of an American Ethnic Group:

Italian American and Italian Politics Prior to and Following World War II"

Saverio Battente, University of Sienna, "Post war Italian-Italian American Relations and the Marshall Plan"

Frank Sorrentino, St Francis College, New York City, "The United States and Italy: A Strategic

Relationship"

Session 5C WWII Italian American Entertainment

Otto Bruno, Independent Scholar, "The Schnozz, the Voice, and Yehudi: Italian American Entertainers and World War II"

Joseph Farruggia, Humboldt State College, CA, "Italian Americans and WWII Through Music of the

Era"

George Guida, New York City Technical College, "Zooma, Zooma!: The Ethnic Semiotics of Louis

Prima's Las Vegas Stage Show"

Richard Renoff, Nassau Community College, "Media Images of Primo Carnera at the Time of the Joe

Louis Bout on the Eve of the Italian-Ethiopian War"

Session 5D Prisoners of War

Michael Angelo DiLauro, Scranton, PA Filmmaker, "Prisoners Among Us: Immigration, Assimilation

and World War II" 1 Hour Film

Maire-Christine Lorient Michaud, France, "Italian Prisoners of War Through

the New York Times 1942- 1945"

10:30-1045 a.m. Break

Saturday 10:45a.m.-12:15p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Session 6A People to People Relations during and after World War II

Paola Alessandra Sensi Isolani, St. Mary College of California, Chair

Joseph Sciorra, Calandra Institute, Queen's College, "Non dimenticare

Che qui hanno parenti: Migration, Communication, and Memory in the Age of Mechanical

Reproduction"

Angela Danzi, SUNY-Farmingdale, "Tale of Two Wars: The Military Campaign and the Civilian

Population near Near Minturno, Italy"

Diane Vecchio, Furman University, "Ties that Bind: Italians and Italian Americans during World War II" (Santi Cosma e Damiano, Prov. Latina and New York State)

Michael Ward, Trinity University San Antonio, TX, "Views of Practical Language Training in World War II"

Session 6B Gender, War, Memory: Italian American Women Remember

Edvige Giunta, New Jersey City University, Chair

Pamela Barnett, University South Carolina, "Other People's Food"

Dorothy Baresi, California State University-Northridge, "Little Dreams of War"

Rita Ciresi, University of South Florida, "WWII 'remembered' by Baby Boomers and Generation X"

Kathleen Zamboni McCormick, SUNY-Purchase, "Why is God in Daddy's Slippers?"
Session 6C Writing Old Soldiers: Italian Warriors From WWII to

Vietnam-Naming Their Demons

Mary Jo Bona, SUNY Stony Brook, Chair

Dawn Esposito, St. John's University, "The Italian As War Hero? A Cinematic Overview"

Josephine Hendin, New York University, "Italian American Writers and the Vietnam Experience"

Peter Belmonte, United States Air Force, "The Sword and the Pen: Italian American Veterans Become

Authors"

Kenneth Scambray, University of La Verne, "Italian American Representation after WWII in John

Fante's Full of Life"

Session 6D-Italian Americans in WWII Films

Mario Aste, University of Massachusetts at Lowell, "WWII and Italian/Italian American Cinema"

Dominic La Cava, Huntington Valley, PA, "Fighting Italian American Stereotypes during World War II"

Ben Lawton, Purdue University, "Italian Americans, WWII and the Movies: Toward A Synthesis"

Jonathan Cavallero, Penn State Univiersity , PA, "Why the Italians Fought the Italians: Frank Capra's Arguments for War with Italy in 'Why We Fight'"

12:30 p.m.-l:30 p.m. LUNCH BREAK -on your own
NO HOST Lunch Discussion of AIHA on the Internet - Ben Lawton (H-ItAm

editor), Dominic Tassone (CEO, Mobilito.com), Dominic Candeloro (AIHA, Executive Director)

Saturday l:45 p.m.-3:00 p.m. CONCURRENT SESSIONS

Session 7A

Sam. Patti, Pittsburgh, PA, "Patriota: An Italian American Newspaper andWorld War II"

Mary Lou Casanta, Columbus, Ohio, Video Presentation "The Way We Were: Captain Don Gentile"

Session 7B Women Fiction Writers from the Penguin Book of Italian American Writing
Marisa Labozzetta, Independent Scholar, "After Victory"

Anne Calcagna, DePaul University, Chicago, "Dina: The Heart's Flight"

Rita Ciresi, University of South Florida, "Excerpt from Remind Me Again Why I Married You"

Session 7C Internment of Italian Civilians During the Second World War: An International Perspective

Stephen Fox, Humboldt State University chair/commentator

Ilma Martinuzzi O'Brien, Italian Australian Records Project, Victoria University, Melbourne, Australia, "Mario Sardi: Australian-Italian WWII Internee"

Matteo Petrelli, University of Florence, "The Useless Fifth Column of Mussolini in America"

7D-Talking Old Soldiers: Writers Reading War Stories

Chair Fred Gardaphe, SUNY-Stony Brook

Felix Stefanile, Poet "Hubie"

Sal Vuocolo, Independent Scholar, "The Feast of San Rocco"

Gerald Mancini McCarthy, St. Thomas Acquinas College, "Father and Son"

Concurrent Sessions 3:15 p.m. 4:45 p.m.

Session 8A-The Milk of Almonds: Italian American Women Writers on Food And Culture: A Book Presentation and Discussion II

Anne Calcagna, DePaul University

Phyllis Cappello, Brooklyn

Rita Ciresi, University of South Florida

Maria Fama, Philadelphia

Vittoria repetto, Italian American Writers Association

Mary Saracino, Denver, CO

Session 8 B AIHA Members' Vets Panel Discussion of Impact of Service on

Assimilation, Acculturation and Americanization

Ernest Rossi, Western Michigan University, Chair

Luciano Iorizzo, SUNY-Oswego

Comment: All AIHA members who have served in the military are invited to

join the discussion.

Session 8C Artistic Expression of Italian Americans

Dominique Padurano, Rutgers, "Developing Ethnicity: Photography in New York City 1907-1917"

Anthony Cavaluzzi, Adirondack Community College, NY, "Arcosanti: The Urbanism of Paolo Soleri"

Mario Mignone, SUNY-Stony Brook, "Unholy Alliance: CIA and the Mafia and the Invasion of Sicily"

Session 8D Homefront

Annette Pontillo, University of Connecticut, Italian American Studies

Program, "WWII and the Italian American Women of Connecticut"

Venessa Hall, "Revisionary Ethnicity in Rachel Guido's Tender Women and Tina de Rosa's Paper Fish"

5:00 - 6:00 p.m. Association Business Meeting, 
AIHA President Mario Aste, University of Massachusetts, Lowell

7 p.m. Cash Bar

8:00 p.m. Banquet 
Presidential Remarks-Mario Aste

Awards- Graduate Scholarship

Awards- Essay Contest-Italian American Culture: Its Genesis, Shape, and Prospects

Registration Form

AIHA Conference Chicago, October 24-26, 2002

Name______________________________________________________

Affiliation____________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

City__________________________________
State__________Zip ______________

Email___________________________________________________________________

Full Registration

(Conference , Banquet, Luncheon) . . . . . . . . . . .$140; 
after Oct 1, $150

Grad Students . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .$100

After Oct. 1 $110 

Conference Only

Both Days . . . . . . . . . . .$95.$____

1 Day . . . . . .$50.$____

UG students . . . ..$25/Day or $40/2 Days 

Members of sponsoring organizations 25/Day or $40/2 Days.$____

Banquet (Sat)Only . . . . . $50 

Lunch (Fri) Only . . . . .$25 
Display table $25

Total__________

Mail your check to AIHA Conference, 169 Country Club Road, Chicago

Heights,IL 60411. For Information call708 756-7168. 
Email D-Candeloro@govst.edu. 
Dues and Conference fees may be paid by credit card online

via PayPal on http://www.mobilito.com/aiha. 
Regular membership $35, 
Low Income Seniors $20, 
Students $15.

Plan Ahead! Fees increase on October 1, 2002. All presenters must be

Current members of AIHA in good standing. 
Prospective presenters' names will not appear on the printed program if appropriate conference fees and membership dues payments are not received by October 15, 2002.

Conference Hotel

Best Western Inn of Chicago, 162 E. Ohio St., Chicago, IL 60611 312 787-3100

Fax 573-3140 Mention AIHA Conference for special rates of $99 for single $119 double.

You must reserve hotel rooms by Oct. 3, 2002 to access this rate. 
Non US registrants email John R. Berg. john_r_berg@hotmail.com

