Call for papers

The Italians in the Americas

Towards a renegotiation of identities?

Between 1860 and 1985, some 29 million Italians left their country in pursuit of better conditions of life and a better future for their children.  Their emigration to the countries of the New World, and in particular to the Americas, had a profound impact on the social, political, and cultural landscapes of their adoptive countries. Indeed, these Italian “transmigrants” maintained strong ties to their home country (through correspondence and travel between America and Italy).  Thus migration cannot simply be viewed in terms of rupture but should also be studied from the perspective of continuity.

Simultaneously, and inevitably, their adoptive countries exert some influence on the patterns of socialisation and on the identities of these newcomers. In Ethnicity and the Post-Modern Arts of Memory (1986), Michael Fischer refers to “inter-references”; in  Contrapunteo cubano del tabaco y el azúcar (1940), Fernando Ortiz evokes the process of transculturation, that is, the mutual and reciprocal influence of groups that come into contact. 

Such reflections can lead to a reconsideration, even to a redefinition, of cultural heritage, of status, and of identity, not only of the Italian migrants but of the resident populations in the Americas, be they majority groups or other minorities.

Papers should be devoted to the experiences of the Italians on the American continent in the light of the process of transculturation, and of the evolution and renegotiation of ethnic identity. The approaches adopted may be historical, sociological, literary, economic etc.

Colleagues interested by the topic may send their papers, in English only and about 10-12 pages long (notes and bibliography included), until September 2011, to marie-christine.michaud@univ-ubs.fr. 

They will be examined by the scientific committee of Heritages et Constructions dans le Texte et l’Image (HCTI – EA 4249, Lorient, France) and answers for their possible publication in a collective volume will be given in December 2011.

