AIHA Elections 2010: Bios of candidates running for the five officer positions

PRESIDENT

George Guida

Dr. Guida (Professor of English, CUNY’s New York City College of Technology) joined AIHA in 1997. From 2004 to 2006 he co-edited the AIHA Newsletter. Since 2007 he has served as AIHA’s Secretary. George also served as Treasurer of the Italian American Writers Association from 1995 to 2008. His publications include four books, and numerous stories, poems, plays, essays and reviews, many of which focus on the Italian American experience. At AIHA George is committed to the interdisciplinary study of Italian America, and to connecting the association with other scholarly, creative, and civic organizations, Italian American and otherwise.  
VICEPRESIDENT

Michael Eula

Michael J. Eula (Professor of History, El Camino College, California) is the author of Between Peasant and Urban Villager: Italian-Americans of New Jersey and New York, 1880-1980 (1993) and numerous articles in Italian Americana, Religion, etc. Awarded an NEH Fellowship three times, and the recipient of a grant from the New Jersey Historical Commission for work in Italian-American history, he is currently doing research on the perception of Italian-Americans on the part of Nixon Administration officials. A life member of AIHA since the 1980s, he seeks to bring more representation from the West Coast to the AIHA on the national level.

SECRETARY

Alan Gravano

Currently a lecturer in English literature at Xavier University of Louisiana, Dr. Gravano has been a member of AIHA since 2007. He is a published author in the Denver conference’s selected proceedings Italian Passages: Making and Thinking History with his conference paper for that year, “Recycling and Redemption in DeLillo’s Underworld.” With Ilaria Serra he is now co-editing the proceedings volume from the 2009 Baton Rouge conference Southern Exposures: Locations and Relocations of Italian Culture. As an officer, he hopes to further develop AIHA’s strengths by increasing attendance at conferences, membership in the association, and accessibility and visibility to the next generation of scholars.

TREASURER

Dawn Esposito

Dawn Esposito is an Associate Professor of Sociology and the Chair of the Sociology and Anthropology Department at St. John’s University. She has been involved in AIHA for more than 15 years and has been the Treasurer for the past 6 years. During her tenure in office, accounts and bookkeeping have been organized and consolidated and all State and Federal filing requirements have been met.
CURATOR

Ottorino Cappelli

Currently a Scholar in Residence at the Calandra Italian American Institute in NY, Cappelli teaches Political Science at the University of Naples L'Orientale. He co-directs the Oral History Archive project (videotaped interviews with NY State legislators of Italian origin). He is also Vice-president of the Italian/American Digital Project (a not-for-profit corporation specializing in digital communication for the Italian and Italian American business and institutions), and the Project Manager of i-Italy.org, an online magazine and a web portal to everything Italian in America. To AIHA he will bring his extensive experience in designing and managing websites, online databases and tools for archiving and retrieving documents.  

